
II0.1IE RULE
Tor Cuba .May Vet he nn Agreea¬

ble Outcome.

IS SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED
llf ih» Spanlih (l«vrrnm«iil-Th* l'lmt
Nii*r I'lopotfil wnnlii Ulv« (lm I'roplo
Kicliitlvr Com it. Over Tliclr Coui^rrM.
A Htrltril Milirm* of llrAtrnii un the

of1 lintii to In Umilcd Curlu Jllcu.
/rrtucb* ..Itomtrd."

"WASHINGTON, D. C.. Dec. 21..An¬
other Important Mop toward the plan
cf homo rule for Cuba has been taken
by the Spanish authorities, The former
plan. proposed but not executed some

months ago, provided for u Cuban
congress of thirty members, of whom
the qucon regent was to name fifteen
5:td the people of Cuba were to elect
fteen. li Is now proposed to do away
ith that part providing for the natn-

»t\K of members by the queen regent so
that the entire Cuban congress will be
looted by the Cuban people. This. and
the entire control given to Cuba In
making the tarlfVluw.; of the Island.
\ III constitute th^osn<Mitlal features of
the new plan of home4 rule. That giv¬
ing the people the election of tho entire
(oncrt^a Is felt to carry out In spirit.
as well as In letter the Idea of home
t -i!-
Thus far only the general nature of

the proposed changes have been known
officials in Washington and Uie draft

t ¦! the rovHed plan of reforms lias rot
it -n received, nor Is It likely to be
completed until after th« completion

f Porto Rico reforms which will be
higncd by the Queen Regent to-murro;v
a?* ,\ HUltable Christmas net.
Th- Christmas day reform* for Pnr-

t.i Rico are closely jlll"d with those for
Cuba, being the sccond section of the

law. Thev give Porto Itlco .»
congress, the province of San Juan
and Ponce alternating every two year*
in chcoslng members for a term of four
year-. Tft" congress is given control of
\he whole Island, public works. tele-
graph.'postoRlce, railways and naviga¬
tion. acrlculture. manufacture, trade,
immigration and colonisation, public
Instruction, charities, the health depart¬
ment. etc. The home government will
<'<mtinue to be represented by a cap¬
tain genera!, who will exercise super¬
visory power, an-1 b- the local dele¬
gate of the minister of the colonies.

ZESrUCHA "ROASTED"
I'r President Palnu, of tfi« CnTmn Junta.
Home of illiSUtrin«n(i I'rorfti F»lir hy
m l.citrr \\ rtflru hy .Macro.
NEW YORK, Dec. 21..Tornav> Es-

tranda Palma. president of the Cuban
Junta. Issued thla statement to-day:

"'I am not very much surprised to see
l>r. Zc-rtucha rush Into print for the
purpose of distracting attention from
himself by attracting It to a scandalous
charge which can only.old liJ:n wick the
Spaniards.

" For me, !t is sufficient Indication of
the man's character that he surrenders
to the enemy under the conditions in
his case and that he is treated in such
h kindly manner by the Spaniards.
"What more natural than he. in combina¬
tion with Spanish diplomacy, should 1>«
the Instrument by which the revolution
fhould be discredited! He certainly
know* that this interview will lw s-nt
to Cuba, where it can:tot L«* n.'cejved
by the Spanish otherwise than with dem¬
onstrations of gratitude.

"I know from letters received from
General Maceo personally, as well aj
from a person of our mutual confidence,
through whom we frequently communi¬
cated. that Maceo was not in the des¬
perate straits depicted by Zcrtucba. The
following ..xtract from a letter lately
received will show that Maceo was well
satisfied with the condition of affairs:

"PlNA.Il DEL RIO, Nov. 14.
" *My distinguished Friend: The active

operations «»f the campaign have pre-
ven:ed m", much aratn?-t my wishes,
from answering immediately your wc-l-
mhh! communications of the 10th and
2"ith ult. General Rim Rivera happily
disembarked with nil the r/ar material
Hent. which was well employed in a se¬
ries of hard combats which We sustained
against our enemlen, but which were nil
most signal victories for us. The object
of V.Vylor was to Imprison our urmy
between two fortified lines und make us

tuffer u tremendous defeat by means of
ilmultaneous attacks by forces previous¬
ly placed In those positions, but the mwt
brilliant success crowned our «-iTorts. 6lx
of the enemy's column, which tried to
Impede our prognns after our saving
tii" expedition of General Rlua Rivera
belnk destroyed.'
"As la,:e December 0. the day It Is

report id Maceo was killed, s person of
confidence and voracity had a confer¬
ence with tin- general and J .um inform*
ed that Maceu then stated that tho
Cuban forces In Plnar del Rio were in
excellent condition. In chnrgo of Itlm
Rlver.i and that be was wvil satisfied
with his position.
"/.ertuchaV last publlslied Interview

differ * in detail from ill others previous¬
ly published. Ills assertion of Maceo's
disappointment is abvjlutely g round-

"Zertucha's ln»:ri,tltud<? toward his
f'irmrr companions In arms H such ns
. l«'»s«» for him the credence of any hon-
e?t man."
Th Junta furnish^ this Information:
"Through his over.s.-er. the owjier «'f >i

;dantaalon In Cuba, resident -n this city.
I'-.irncd yesterday of the killing of An-
'..nlo Diaz, owner of a f irm neur Jaruco,
twelve miles from llavun.u, and his

nr son, i«even years old. Holdlers,
both Cubans and Hpanlardd, were in th"
!. iblt f»f calling at the f '.rtn. On lV(.:n-

r 1. i party of Spai.l;h gmirlll.rt
tlb-d .ir.t! ma/ahetef| iJlaz and Ills IIIt!.*

He had previously called upon the
'iJSurK'-nr In (virnmand «»f the .JlstrP.-t
*i j I that be keep his soldiers aw ly
ni. no Cuban soMl-r* caine afterward.
«»n ths »n> day. liirmber II, the sam»-
group of ttuerrlllas killed « man named
Muniiol t'r.Miap, a rseldenl of tii,> town

''aHlf{ii>.s and known to be loyal lo
Spain. He had when killed ZOt gold
dns. which he was carrying > pay

debts.**

Tli* Thrtv I'rlriuta.
ICKY WEST. Fl.i, Dec. 21-The

stenmer Three Friends, Captain Lewis,
errlved here this afternoon. The cap-
t.;lo ««riv;4 (he vi-:"* |<< from Jneksoti-
vi!l.' ;tf«l that she has bet-n on wreck¬
ing voyage along th" reef*. The cus-
-njs otlklals nn- In '-barge and tbe--»

I" really n# d-.ubl that I he |la«
J'mi r..:wrne«l from Inndlng nuriK anil
ammnnltlorf In Cuba.
When the flllbuitterer was wKhln four

hniMlr«'d yards of shore. Hie engineer
?Ill-covered m moving oheut in tli»» dark*
'."ss un.lrr tin* 1 !. e, and Inrorine:! <*ni»-
t.iin U-v.-lf that ho snw n const.-r. Willi
»»ut further ado tie* illlbusterer tt:rne<l
t'» rial-board and pelnird for the op wi

Few persons abroad had seen th"
Spaniard. Captain O'Ltrlen, after nl-

lowing lilit ship to scamper <tbr«e or fourhundred yard*, hove to. thru backed in-
n-anl the nioutlt of tho Man Juan. Jn
a nilmiti* morn tho Muck shape of u
foity-foot coaster wan seen darting out
In our UI reelIon. Then occurred the
light, with Hit* result abovo stated.

A NAVAL BATTLE
I'tie Tlircr l'*rlriuU t'<«nr« llot Shut tllto *

NpAiitih <. imlMtat,
NKW YORIC, l>ec. 24..A special to tho

World from Key West, FIjl, gays: bono
Star Hag of Cuba ha* met tlio red anil
yellow itannerof Castile upon the pens.
The shrupnal. nhell and rlllo volleys of
h brave llllbuster have mule nnntvor to
th" roar of Spanish twelve**pound ere
nnd have gained for Culm llbre (he Ilrst
victory on theocean.
Tho filibustering «tearner* Three

Friends nailed from Fermtmllm, Fla.,
Sunday hIkIi( December 13. carrying «.
valtuble target of munitions of war for
tho Cubau Insurgents. Eluding the vig¬
ilance of I'nlied State* war shlpn, and"
revenue cutter*. and dodging every sail
upon .In* ocean, the little titejjner with
about fifty men wan within hailing dis¬
tance of Cuba on the sixth night out.
Surprised, trapped and tired upon, she

threw shot Into a Spanish naval coaetec,
frightened olT a big gunboat and eacap-
ed from a swift cruiser oteerlng out to
sea.
The Three Friends put In again to the

coast and safely lauded her cargo on
the bonier of tho great Zapata swamp.
Not before In Cuba'* struggle for llh-

"ray. has the Mug of Spain l«een fired
upon at f*. No other flilhu*teirr. after
having been attacked by the enemy, has
stood by her guns and fullllled her per¬
ilous mission.
The account of this history making

trip Is ns follows: As Cuba was neatvd
about midnight last Saturduy, a two-
pound shell bu/.zed and tore through
our rigging, and live minutes luler, the
naval du-1 wa ? In progress.
Karly ««tt the morning of Friday, the

ISth. C#|»* Fan Antonio ut the western
extremity of Cuba, was rounded. A
stiff breeze Win blowing off tho land,
and the fhlp headed southward.

It was known that the battleship
Keiaa Me reed"*. th- cruiser Alton*-*
XIII and ihe co.vuer Do-"* d- Malo were
patrollug the Piiiar del ltl*» south coart.
Th' sealed orders from the New York

Junta were opened an hour after the
Cape had been passed. They gave no di¬
rections n.t t«» the four*- <he vee^el
should take, Its destination alone iK-inr;
mentioned. Tho orders of the Junta
read.
"Sail to Ibe inouth of the San Juan

river and there await a party of in-
surgents. who will take charge of the
cargo. Do not attempt to land men or
mimltlon<< at any other point."
The orders caused a sensation. A

consultation was held immediately In
the cabin, attended by Captain John
O'Brien, navigation Captain Lewis.Ma¬
jor I'erer Morales, communder of the
land expedition, and Lieutenant Coio-
nH Salvo, a sea communder of the
same. Major Arnas was also called In.
Nearly every ofllcer aboard had

warned the Junta that he would not at¬
tempt to land an expedition near the
San Juan river. The uteainer Bermu¬
da had tried to and hnd been flred up¬
on. nnd driven away by u Spanish
coaster, while the cargo of the Daunt¬
less, after having, been put ashore, was
captured.

ltut what was there to be done? The
steamer had stolen uway from the
United States and had already covered
three <iuarterH of the distance to her
ordered destination. Iler crew was a

picked one und the soldiers aboard
were brave nnd determined.
"We'll land at the San Juan. If we

have to sail through hell to do it," salJ
Captain Lewis.
"Keep a good head on, but don't

waste any coal," was the word sent
down to chief engineer Dunn.
When fifty tniles south of th? Cope,

the course was changed to north by
northeast. against » dead wind. When
night fell. we were thirty miles from
land, following an eastern line.

A ..PluiitferV ltlutila.
XKW YORK. Dec. 24..Riley Gran-

nan's controversy with rhe New York
Jockey club, wax before the supreme
court In Brooklyn to-day on a motion
for a permanent Injunction to restrain
the club and the We-.rt Chester racing
association from expelling the plunger
from the race track. The offense of
Grannan consisted In making a present
to a Jockey contrary t the rules of the
Jocycy club. While Justice Osborn re¬
served his decision he made a significant
observation.

In connection with the assertion by
len. Benjamin F. Tracy. e,»un.*vl t.i
Grannan, that the fact that hi.** client
was a plunger had had much to do with
his expulsion, Justice 0*born observed:
"A plunger 1ms ns much right on a

track as nnybo<ly else. It was the con¬
tention of counsel for the defendant's
that the Jockey cluh hud the right to
make any reasonable regulation to pre¬
serve order and maintain the Integrity
of racing, the rule against tipping being
for the latter purpose."

Illy Flrr la Alldcr»oii.
ANDERSON. lad.,Dec. 24..The Loeb

Brunt block, one of the largest in the
ga« belt, burned to-day. The loss is
J1 CO.OOO. It Is thought the fire caught
fn»m gas lights burned carelessly. Tho
hnlldlna wns devoted partially to of¬
ficii purposes. The big Rawltng nnd
Maynes department store also was an
oerupunt and the Columbia club, one
of the best known organizations In the
stale, occupied tlv* entire top floor.
Mnag's shoe store l«ss In J.",,000; the Co¬
lumbia Club Iosh will amount to $4,000
and offices will approxlinato J12,000.
The loss on the block will be $30,0<K)
iind more. If the walls have*to be torn
down. This Is I lie third lire ou this site.
Two opera h-on-en. costing J»">0,000 ami
JSO.OOu, having been destroyed.

fJrrrni .''lull tVii|;oii«.
WASHINGTON. Dec. 111..The reeon<1

assistant postmaster jcelieral hai Issued
an order In regai*d to the eov.-red screen
wagon mall service. Hereafter an*
lliortty fn'.ii the nec»inil assistant'.^ ofllce

a nocisisary precedent to the re-
quhonient by postma.'ders «»r railway
itidil superiiitetid'-nts of Increm-ed trlp.s
or additional service on the part of con¬
tractors for this 50rvl''0 except on em¬
ergency or through d«?layed trains, l'n-
nec'*ssjiry service Is lo be reported Irn-
mediately niul if only a temporary d-
creas** of service The probable date of
resumption given.

I'opiilUt l*irv» A*»iirlwllou.
O.MAIIA. Neb.. Dee. L'I..Paul Ynn-

dervorl, piesWMit of the national re¬
form prevs association, to-duy lssue*l n
cull for th" annual meeting «»f the or-
gnulzntloii al Memphis. Term.. Febru¬
ary L'J, 1S'.»7. This organisation is com¬

posed of Populist papers an an auxil¬
iary to the National Farmers' Al¬
liance.

^

AikmiMia Ituvr Wnr.

LIITM-; HOCK,Arlc..Dec. tM..A spe-
elal l<» the D- nioctat from Nelll. Ark-
says that She correspondent hits Junl
returned from tho lower port of the
state where about twenty negroes we.«.
recently rliot In a raid made on a snw
mill by while men. The race trouble at
die mills huv" not fitibslded and fur¬
ther outbreai:.> tire expccled at almost
any time.

AWFUL MISTAKE
AllciiNVIiltiiuui Mistake* Ills Step.

ai»u for u lliirRlur

AND SHOOTS HIM IN Till: HEAD.
TrrrlbleTragrtly VfirSlilenvlllc-U'liU-
""*11 Crai.fi! Willi (JrlofOvtr lite Vufor-
tuimtc Accident, fur which lie la No!
UlAiiiril.Tlift Victim ¦ Young Mim
(Jrratly llrtprrlrd in tlif Co in inn ally,
Utilof letting Llilitnl llrlwcclt the Mm.

Speclnl Dispatch to tins Intelligencer.
BISTKlwflVrLLE, W. Va., Dec. 21..A

terrlbl* tragedy occurred a*. a point
near, the Cirter Oil ^oinpuny's pump
station, about two miles above this city,
last night about 1 o'clock. For some
time Dclbort ] luven, ;t young follow
ubout eighteen yearn of ago. who had
been wtopping with his stepfather, Allen
Whitman, has been In the employ of A.
C. ltuby. of thU city, us a teamster.
Last night ho went homo early and went
to bed. During the night and It Is sup-
Injscd about midnight, he got up and
went Into the kitchen to get «. drink.
While tn th"re Whitman heard lilm
moving about nnd suot>o<«ing It wan a
burglar, got up and getting a revolver
shot hltu, the ball entering the head kt
the comer of the left eye and traveling
bnck to the base of the brain, where It
lodged.
Dra. rSrler nnd Irwin, of this city were

Immediately called to attend the unfor¬
tunate man nn<! probed the wound and
found the ball lodged n tin* ImcIc of hi*
head, but could noi do anything for him.
us he wa.» beyond medical «-r surgical
aid.
Whitman siys that h«» thought the

supposed burglar was going to do hirn
harm In order to get away, or muke an
attempt t<» get uway, and he. upon the
Impulse of the moment, fired the ihot
that killed Haven.

l>r Urler mvh that Whitman la so af¬
fected by tho deplorable results of his
hasty shot, that he 1j wild with grief
and entirely broken down, and that one
of Haven's sisters tried to connolo him
by saying to him that they all knew It
was an accident and In no wise Inten¬
tional. 'Whitman did all he could us
soonud he discovered that it was Haven
whom he had shot. thinking he was a
burglar. He had the medical aid sum-
moncd nnd urged the physicians to do
everything In their power to save the
life of the young man.

1SAUGURAL PARADE.

Arraiigrinrut* fur Elating llir Crral

Body.Will March Twentyfour Front.

WASHINGTON. U. r. Dec.
Chairman Hell of the Inauguration
committee has returned from New
York, where he had a conference with
General Horace I'orter, the chief mar¬
shal of the Inauguration parade. Gen¬
eral Porter has appointed Mr. A. N.
lllakeman. of New York, chief of staff
and Colonel H. C. Corbln, United States
Army, as special aide. Other appoint¬
ments will be made from time to time,
General Porter already ban perfected

the outlines of the urrangetnents for
tho big parade and has decided that
when once started It will not be allow¬
ed to stop until the disbanding point
Is reached. Both military and civic or-
conizations will be required to inarch
in columns of twenty-four front instead
of itlxteen. as heretofore, and In close
order, the purpose being to have 12,000
marchers pass it given point each
hour. The question of position In the
parade will be determined by the or¬
der In which the several states repre¬
sented came Into the union. Large rep¬
resentation of cadets from the naval
academy at Annapolis, and the West
I'olnt military academy are expected.
Information received by General Por¬
ter does not expect as largo n repre¬
sentation of the National guard of
Pennsylvania as usual. Circular letters
to governors of states nre in course of
preparation, asking Information as to
their personal escort and the number
of statu troops who expect to take p:ir:
in tho parade, nnd similar Information
will be requested from mayors of cit¬
ies as to civic organizations.
-AH organizations will be required to

notify the chief marshal of their de¬
sire to participate In Hie parade prior
to a eertnln date to be hereafter named
in order that there may bo r.o confusion
o* to positions. A storm circular also
will h»* prepared ready for distribution
In case of a heavy storm on March 4.
which would necessitate some changes
In the programme.

DELGADO'8 CASE.
The Slnlr Dejinrltiiriit Tnket Steps furllli

I'rnlrcltou.
WASHINGTON, I). C.. Dec. 24..The

state department lias been requested to
Interest Itself In the case of Enrique
Delgndo, an American citizen reported
to have been captured by tho Span¬
iards while lying wounded In a Cuban
hospital and believed to be in danger
of summary execution. A representa¬
tive of the New York Mail and Ex¬
press wnlted upon Secretary Olney to¬
day and claimed the protection of our
government for Delgado, whom he de¬
scribed lis a legitimate correspondent
of that newspaper and In no sense a
combatant. Telegrams also have been
received by Secretary Olney from some
of Dclgado's relatives in New York, no¬

tably from W. E. D. Stokes, begging
him to act at once lo rescue the man
from the peril in which he stands.
The department so f ir has received

no ofllclal news of the arrest, but In
compliance with these requests Instruc¬
tions have been cabled to acting Con¬
sul General Springer at Havana to
make Inquirv immediately Into Hie
facts and do whatever lawfully may
be done for Delgado. it nl«o happened
that Honor do Home, I!».. Spanish min¬
ister hern, called r.t the state depart¬
ment and Secretary Olney look ad¬
vantage of the opportunity i<» bring
the matter to his alien!ion with a view
to preventing snap action In the case.

lif«' will Xol lir Their.
WASHINGTON. D. P.. Do. 21..

Comptroller Kekcls to-day led a dele¬
gation of Chicago Democrats to the
white house having arranged in ad¬
vance for their reception by the Pre.d-
denl. Among them were: .Vdam A.
Goodrlh, II. H. R'dihln-'. I!. «. Sulli¬
van and oHiori and ihcir ohjeet was
to Invlt" th- Pcv.ddeni lo attend th
annual .Inejc- oi day dinner «.n .lanu-
nry s next, nt Chicago. It l.i improba-
bio t hit I lie !':vn;d',:it can absent him¬
self from Washing <oi on that d-iS'.bul
he may write a letter to he road at the
dinner. The <lcl«>fation has extended
Invitation* to Secretary Ohicy and
PoHtmaster General Wilson.

.Mr, A IIImiii (teller.
DPH1?QL*1-:, Iowa. D- II l'or Ihe

fitvt tine* In o month, Sena* r AMI: >i

lefi hiii home lo-day and look a short
sleigh ride ahuiit the city. He expect
to leave for Washlngion Immediately,
ufler the holidays.

t STATI; 01: TRADE.
IC. CS. Dim A. Wrekly
era UaiiU Fnllnro KlTecllvc, but I1*>t
.No Serious I'.fTcrt on UntlueO.Other
F*mturr«.
NEW YOKK, Doc. 24..It. (>. Dan fc

Co.a weewly review of trade to morrow
will say:
The failure oC two Important lanks,

the second i:i *dse of busings at Chlca-
«¦». and Hit- uhi'ot u: St. Paul, with some
others dependent oa them, closes not
favorably a month which pr :ni.>- t>
end with only moderate? commercial dbl¬
asterj. It dues T.ot ledaeu the effect if
these failures that one was caused by
enormous loans In uid of an eloctrlo
railway and other concerns, and that
the other appears to have resulted 11 m
heavy ventures In unsalable real estate.
Since several thousand business men and
depositors Arc for the time embarrassed
as much as the speculators that caused
the trouble, the break down Is the re¬
verse of hopeful at present, though
It comes when money markets are well
supplied und when no serious effect In
business Is to bo i^pprehended- Other
Important events of the week are the
failure of I he billet and rail pools to
find a basis for agreement And the some¬
what large discharges of hands or re¬
duction In the shoe manufacture. The
holiday trnde hea been fair, but general¬
ly In articles of medium grade.
The fall In ateel billets from over 5-0

to about |16 nt Pittsburgh and In steel
rails from 52N net for mills to 523, less
brokers' commissions, produces bo great
a chiunge In other prices and conditions
of buslnejs that the meeting held here
this week for the purpose of reviving
pools and tlxlng prices, Influenced quo¬
tations throughout the country. Hut no
agreement was reached and meanwhile
contracts have been marie covering the
wantrt of most producers for three
months and s^mo for the whole year
1ST. and It Is said that such large con¬
tracts have been made at 515 at Pitts¬
burgh and 517 DO at the east. Elessom«T
pig has declined to 511 15 and grey forge
to 5'J »>5 ut Pittsburgh, while bar and
other finished products remain unchang¬
ed. though 10.000 bundles of cotton ties
haw been contracted for at sixty cents
per bundle. The production of coke in¬
crease rapidly, 9.CG0 oven" being In
blast, with an output of 97,155 tons for
the week. Scarcely any business has
been done In the minor mctrJs und 511 ."7
Is quoted for lake copper, 51- S3 for tin,
and 53 05 for bad.

In :h-» cotton manufacture 'here la
further decline In staple goods, and tak¬
ings by northern spinners nr.? disap¬
pointingly light. Print cloths accumu¬
late and do not advance, k.nv cotton
comes forward Just ns it did In other
years when oftlclnl and other stories of
injury ended In great crop-.
Sib.sof wool are restricted by Ihe gen-

eral conviction that prices asked by In¬
terior holders cannot be realized, and
there Is considerable disposition to un¬
load speculativu purchases at seaboard
markets. 3lost of the manufacturers
have more wool tlian they have orders,
and others meet as yet no satisfactory
demand for goods. Sales of wool were
only 2,363,000.pound" at the three chief
markets, against 5,1*21,300 for the same
week last year.
Wheat has grown a litlte stronger In

spite of The disturbance of the Chicago
market Exi>ortu have been 1.471,41.'!,
Hour Included, for flvednys, and 8.392.413
for four weeks, against #.527,959 for the
same week last year, while from Pacific
ports the Increase has been large. West¬
ern receipts are still small, amounting
to 8,455,031 bushels'. In three weeks of the
north, against 1I,341,S0<> last year. The
volume of business, all branched con¬
sidered, Is not large. Payments through
clearing houses have been for the week
25 per cent less than last year and for
the month thus far the dally average Is
9.S |>or cent le«s than last year and 20.S
per cent lesst hnn In IS'.*:'.
Failures for the week have boon 297

In the Prilled States, against 322 las:
year, and 44 in Canada, against 40 last
year.
The aggregate of gross earnings of nil

railroad:* In the United Slates report-
In;; for the flr;'t half of l>eccmbrtr, or n
part thereof. Is 512,017.121'. a decrease
of 4.5 per cent, compared with last year,
and or 11.4 per rent compared with the
corresponding time of 1S1W, the latest
period of ordinary business prosperity
wlih which comparisons can bo made.
Of sen!ions of the country In which
representative romls have reported,
western roads, including the grongers,
mnke the most favorable showing.
Southern and southwestern roads rv-
|M»rt a small Ions. In the other gron?e»
reports are oh yet Incomplete. All
classes of roads report a decrease com¬

pared with both yc.M-j with which com¬

parison Is made. Tiallle on all roads
han boon far from satisfactory for sev¬
eral months, and as yet thero Is lit -

tl.» Indication of Improvement but the
heavy losses in gross earning-: reiwrted
by many of the roads Is n it ..ntlrely due
to e'lis of train.". Tin* falling off In
tradio has been greatest In the high eln. .<

freights and the loss in proas earnings Is
consequently relatively larger than the
loss In iratlle.

IRON AND 8TEEL TRADE.

llii«r(tfril Coiiittltoa oMlc»«rmcr Still \f-
frrtn llir .Ut\r!;rt.

PITTSIH 'IP111, r.i., Doc. 21..Ameri¬
can .Manufa 's review of Under

TlJ un.o ;:1 or.dit «n or the Hesse-
ire v sic-! '<. rtlll affecting \h" Iron
ami ;tt ...! iu.mN : which In It-s. If has

n bad enotu; i. Ao wa« Ihe case at
la.ii report, tryite \l.av and uncertain.

In nonrly all branches of the market
th.» .Mine complaint of few transactions,
light demand and deferred orders is
heard. Tho drop In lite price of rails

from J28 t<~» $-3 per ton In.» not resulted
isi any large business. Taking the Iron
und otccl trad.; In general «hc present
Ittuulon la about that of several wi u

m;o, and there are few Indications that
things will bo changed soon.
Th» tin pla'.'i and .i'-.-t iron manufac¬

turer* at their meeting here thb veek
r-allli in» J former prize*, which haw
nut been sHifuliu-d. Thus -week bidets
have "-old 01 ?1G 2.", although it is stated
that ev« n without a |kx<I prkes will not
go much lower. Son:- pic Iron pro¬
ducers uro showing a dlsp*ltlon to cut

prices !. r January delivery. The Iron
ore trad.* fhows xn» lire. It may be that
the finished Iron and ateel tT.i J* early In
the coming season, will receive some
1-nellt from the or.! -rs which, have been
placed for shipbuilding.

STREET CAR STRIKE.
Ultra Tied I'p tn 3fni«ncliliflett* Cltlea Xf*r

llotton.
BOSTON". D.-c. 24..The cities of Mai¬

den and Everett, as ivell ;is of the
Charleston district of MedCord, had little
or no street car accommodation this
morning and thousands of peopl* were
obliged to get to their work or business
In the cty the test way they could.
Meetngs were held between midnight
and L o'clock at the headquarters of the
union ;uid hundreds of employes who
attended demanded that a strike go Into
effect at once as originally decided by the
counclL There ivere (several exciting
scenes when it was announced that the
fctrlku would be postponed.
The leaders of m^ny divisions of the

city und suburban places threatened to
leave work wthout the sanction of the
council and several divisions have been
tied up temporarily as o result. The
first action against the company oocur-
red In Charlestown and Everett when a

number of the Maiden motormen and
conductor* refused to take their cars out
ltefore d:iylight.N« car* were run from
the Maiden and Medford line stations in
Medford this mornng and the citizens
who wore obliged to go Into the city eith-
er walked or got into the crowded pas-

I sengec trains.
A report received from Everett this

ton*noon says that 2vHt We3t End raiil-
way employ^s ap Idle In that city,
Cars of the Charlestown and lloxbury

routes are running Irregularly.

EOS TON STRIKE.
Slrrft Cnr Mnt q,nlt IVork.Snbnrlian

ItnniU to the Itncur.
BOSTON, Mass., Dec. 24..At noon

the order to strike went into effect on

the "West End street railways and at
the end of an hour the only cars run¬

ning were those of the South Boston
and Grove Hill lines. Committees of
the ptrikers were sent from headquar-
tem to call «.:: t the men on the cars as
they came to the stations. It was esti¬
mated that u.'Oi) men wore out nt 1:20
o'clock this afternoon. As soon o.i it
became known that a strike was really
on, the New York, New Haven &
Hartford railroad put in a fifteen min¬
ute time table on nil Its suburban lines
out of the Park Square station. The
other steam roads quickly followed the
New Haven toad und put on quick
service to all suburbnu j oints.
LATEIt..West Knd strike was de¬

clared off at 12:33 this (Friday) morn¬
ing.

\Vni*f» wrrcXi)t lii tinted.
ST. LOUIS. Mo.. Dec. 24..A. J. Moor-

head, r-neral manager of the Madison
Conl Company, returned to the city
to-day from den Carbon. Illinois,
where live hundred of the company's
miners quit work Wednesday. Mines
one, two and four are idle as a resul;
of a walk-out.
Dispatches from Ctlen Eoston say

that the strike was due to a reduction
i:i wages, and In hours of labor.
Mr. Moorhead said: "It Is untrue thnt

our men struck on account of n cut In
waves. Our miners quit out of sym¬
pathy for the Uetleville miners, who
struck for higher wages."

Ill* I.n«l L'tirlHiiin* Cilft,
WILMINGTON, D.I., Dee. Ci..Will¬

iam DoiiHhcrty was killed and .lames
Nttlrc James Stewart and Stephen
Nelster luidly Injured In a collision be¬
tween an engine »»f th" water works
lit" company and a Riltimore & Ohio
train to-night ut the Pennsylvania nv-
enue or -. sing. They were thrown one
hundred feet and hurlctl against the
hit! »f a building. Dougherty died
within an hour. He was returning from
a vP.lt !.» h'.s m«»thcr. to whom he had
given a Christina.- gilt, when the alarm
:< truck ond l»elng u member of unother
tire company. Dougherty jumped upon
the engine.

Will Try to Kit It I'p.
CHIC.UJO. l*x\ 24..Will. D. Tver-

foot, George K. Adams. William It. Page
and Charh .< II. Corwlth, director.* In the
e- Haps -i National Hank «<f lllinaK left
: '-nUlit for W.t-iihigion on the JVnr.-
syKoni/i limited and Saturday morning
will have .i conN-rene.* with t'omptroll r
of the Currency Eckels.
The conference was arranged for by

telegraph to-doy.
Iln VPIIIt'J'ri'" I biit l.lr I'IrIiI.

TOLEDO. <».. Dec. 24..Ilavemeyer's
.. r ;il 'cured »»trt olives of Wv>J.- .n
Spie.- C miipanystock to-day for Ji'dO.-
WW. will, h le.ive.H only sixty ."lures. Th
price pnld makes u to;.:,l investment by
ilie Snjtar Trust of for the

{ 1,700 fii ires II Ins tovured.

OlitrM 4'ltUm limit.
IIELEAST. N. V., Dec. 21..lVter

Caniiiei. iae oldest p-r.-«n la N»»\
York state, H dend, nged 11}* years. He
was born in County Mayo, Ireland.

POLITE ROBBERS.
J lie ."Missouri Highwaymen Were

I?xcccdliiKly Courteous

WHILE ROBBING THE EXPRESS
\t»r Iiitleptnilener, Mlwiourt-Ret Led Al

Ilootf, .ttil Mtiif . I'trioD will G«

Without Ktjircted Ctirlatmaa PrdtnUt
'Jlie Mraungrr In ('liari|« of th«C*rIl»«
lilrt II la r.i)trrlence.The Oiillam Fall
toltrraklhr l)l|; lafe>

BT. LOUIS, Mo., Dec. if.The Chi¬
cago & Alton express, which was held
up b>* masked bund its In the famous
Rluo Cut near Independence, Mo., Wed-
nesdjy night arrived In SI. Louis this
.afternoon nt 1:03 o'clock.
D. D. Frier, messenger in charge of

the looted express car. two trainmen
and the Pullman car porter and con¬

ductor were the only one of the crewr
aboard, the others having changed as
Slater and Roodhouc.».
Tho story, an obtained from thrso

incn, stamps the rohbery as one of the
rleverest and boldest pieces of work
done by road agents during tho year.
Messenger Frier is In a had state of
inlnd. He feels terribly broken up over
the robbery.
Tho first tiling ho said when thetraln

crew n.sked how he had fared was
that the comi iny had been hard hit.
Jlo fays lit* cannot loll how much was
taken. \Vh?n seen by a representative
of the Associated Press. Frier paid:

"I was busy especially on this trip,
and thought we Iiu«l stopped on ac-
count of a breakdown or something of
tliat fort. 1 lizard no voices outside.
"When t knock came, I supposed (t

was n braitr-msti and opened the door.
Then I wali« i,.I- Tho robbers threw /
try shot«,t;:> out of the car and broke it
all to ph-cc. They certainly knew their
business and were very pollto, but It
vv.-iild not have been safe to have re-

tji-m." The politeness of tho
robbers impressed all who saw them.
The trainmen said they were welt

dressed. The leader was a little under
the influence of drink, lie was sr» jo¬
vial that when he took SI from Con¬
ductor Nleholls. he gave 52 of It back
to him. The other 52 he presented to
Frier us n Christmas gift.

Frier has been messenger for the
Pacific Express Company for twclvo
years and has been connected with ex¬
press companies for over twenty years.
The messenger had a view of the rob¬
bers and will be able to Identify them.
If caught.

Aflrr lite ltobbrry.
When the excitement among the pas¬

senger.* and crew who had been cut off
from the engine and express car had
abated, a number of trainmen who had
been left with the train started on foot
to find the balance of the train. It was
fully two hours after the robbery oc-
currcd that the crew came up with the
ensrine and express car. fully three
miles from where the train had been
stopped. When the door of the bag-
gago car was opened by one of tho
crew, express messenger D. D. Frier,
who had been left by the robbers with
the command not to move under pain
of death, quickly emerged from his
cramped position and aided the others
In patching up tho train.
There was evidence of money pack¬

ages having been opened, and it Is the
general oytnlon that several thousand
dollars h.tvc been taken. Messenger
Frier coul.i give no estimate of tho
loss, however. He had n good view of
the robbers, and described two of them
as being quite tail, and he thought
smoothly shaven. They were about
twenty-live years of age. The third
nan, tho ono that attempted to blow
open the fcufe was about thirty-flve
years oi l. and had a small moustache.
The robbers had all evidently left the
scene Immediately after concluding
that it would be useless to break into
the safe, although Frier remained in
the car two hours alone after they left.

It seem* positive that the through
safe, which ordinarily carries thou¬
sands of dollars, was not opened. Had
V-. y robbers succeeded in opening It,
they would more than likely have
made a rich haul, notwithstanding the
xpress company officials' statement

that it contained but little.
fieorgc I*. Griffin. dejot agent of the*

company, who knows the contents of
the safe. refuses to make a statement.
It will be remembered that George E.
Itoss, the company's local cashier, now
under arrest, charged with embezzle¬
ment. handled over $100,000 on the day
before he left, and It was Sunday. The
belief is Hint just nt this time even
that amount was exceeded and thai
this plum was what the robbers were
after.

Sfimnilonnt Suit.
DAXVILLK. Ills.. Dec. 121..A sensa¬

tional suit for damages was filed In
the circuit court this morning in this
city. Mrs. John S. burton, of this city,
sues Mrs. Jennie L. Khn^el. of Nash¬
ville. Tennessee, for 510.000 damages for
alienating the affections of her hus¬
band. John S. Burton, now of Murphys-
boro. Tcnn.. formerly of this city. Mr.
Utirton is a large manufacturer In
Murphyshoro. and while engaged here
In tho same business it was alleged tho
intimacy began. When Mr. Rurton en¬
gaged In business in the south Mrs.
Klugel, who is the widow of a former
prominent citizen of this city, followed
iifni. Mrs. Klugd's property hero to the
amount of 510.000 dollars was attached
by her attorneys to-day.

¦\Vr\tou, tl»r Vrternn PNlrntrlmi,
NV.W YORK. Dec. 24..Edward Pey¬

ton Weston. once so fnnioftts as a pedes-
trlan, will at 10 o'clock to-morrow
Tii;::. begin a twenty-four hour walk.
In v. hieh be will undertake to equal,his
wonderful record of ono hundred nnd
eighteen mile-. Mr. Weston is fifty-
ilrljt years id but hay lived temper- ?
nt» ly and declares that his regular
b it''.:? have kept up his powers of en¬
durance.

Our Victim 15rn«t,
W1T.KESRA RllE. IV...Dec. 24..Nich¬

olas Chunk. one of the men injured by.
the explosion of gas in the Raltimoro
mine on Monday last, died to-day. All
tli others will recover.

f'nlitrat I'lirlrltim* Mvr.
NEW YORK. ive. rt..To-day was

the coUost December 21 In the history
of the New York weather ofllce.

Wrnllirr Fnrrrml for To-ilnv,
K. AV. st Vhulr.la. fair weather, winds

«Mfti:i lo nowtlMv. t< rly; not so cold Fri¬
day; wanner Saturday.
For Wint.ru Pennsylvania nnd Ohio,

pari ly cloudy, slowly rising tcmporatureili»:M to fr«'i*!i southwesterly winds.
I.oral Trtueri-attire.

The tepiper.Mssre yr* tenia)* as observed
;»e»ir«'i»i, .lrugfcUt, corner Four*

(. ontliund Market srnet-». was an follows:
a. »n i.'.q i«. m

»'» -i 7 II. ni -3
m Weather.ChangMo,


